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AP English Language and Composition Overview 

AP English Language and Composition is open to both 11th and 12th grade students. It is a 
demanding course whose primary goal is to improve writing skills through analyzing a variety of 
writing techniques and styles. Throughout the course, students will read multiple classic and 
contemporary nonfiction works, complete a 10-12 page research project, and write multiple 
shorter assignments, including in-class timed writing. Most students who take this course take 
the AP exam in May; a designated score on the exam generally exempt students from a college 
freshman composition or English class. Writing assignments for this course are based on 
prompts and styles to match what will be expected of students on the exam. Summer reading 
and writing to prepare for this course are required and assigned in early June. 
 
AP English Language and Composition Topics:  
 

● Argument - Students learn the principles of argument, including structure and rhetorical 
devices. Students read, discuss, and write about a variety of short arguments, including 
essays, speeches, and visual sources. 

○ Textbook: Language of Composition (Shea, Aufses, Scanlon) 
○ Textbook: Thank You for Arguing (Heinrichs) 

● Analysis - Students learn the principles of rhetorical analysis including rhetorical 
devices, close reading, & writing analytical paragraphs. Students read, discuss, and 
write about a variety of short arguments, including essays, speeches, and visual 
sources. 

○ Textbook: Language of Composition (Shea, Aufses, Scanlon) 
○ This unit also uses teacher-selected handouts 

● Synthesis - students learn the principles of synthesis, including using sources effectively 
to build an argument. Focus on summarizing/quoting sources, responding to sources, 
and differentiating your opinion from others’. 

○ Textbook: Language of Composition (Shea, Aufses, Scanlon) 
○ Textbook: They Say, I Say (Graff, Birkenstein, Durst) 

● Research - Done concurrently with the synthesis unit, the research paper focuses on a 
subject of personal interest and written from the perspective of synthesizing sources to 
build your argument 

● Culminating Project - Students create portfolio, consisting of 15 pieces of writing that 
demonstrate their learning throughout the course. Writing assignments in the portfolio 
are autobiographical. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


